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the teacher free to devote his best energies to the
mental-spiritual development of his charge, with-
out the suspicion that some one may come in,
wholly ignorant of the character of his pupils and
of his course of instruction, to test them on what
might be the veriest non-essentials. It gives free
scope for the best teachers to work out their prob-
lems in their own way ; it sets a standard below
which the poor teachers dare not fall; in short, it
accomplishes all that any system of examinations
could be expected to do, while it is free, at least
in its practical workings, from the evils incident
to the popular methods of this country'.
That the German system of examination is fair
to the pupils as well as their teachers cannot be
denied. But it has one weak point: as each
school has a separate board of examiners com-
posed mainly of the class teachers, the maintenance
of a uniform standard under this scheme is
rendered difficult. Neither the presence of the
Inspector of Schools on the examination committee
nor the practice of the exchange of question
papers among different schools appears to be a
sufficient guarantee against a variation of the
standard from school to school.
In recent years provision has been made in
Prussia for giving an opportunity to specially
gifted young men and women who have left school
before finishing the nine-year course in a
high school but who have continued their studies
privately in any subject, to proceed to a univer-
sity without the Leaving Certificate. The condi-